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“FLAG OF THE UNION. |

puslished by Thomas Palmer, Proprietor.

Terms:—Three dollars a vear, always in advance,

\prERTISING.—(n e dollar a square 'or first inzer-
_anid ity cents 2 square for each continuance,
jos of less constiute a square,

jeport of the Commissioner of the General
Land Oiflice.

Grsinat. Lasy Orrice, Nov. 30, 18560,
Sin . In submitting for your considerajion a re-
ortof the opecations of this braneh of the service
yriz the past vear, | have concluded 1o modity
...'--_c exten! the (orms of statisues, l*‘\' presenting
e-annual tables of the sile and dispisal of the
lands=o a= (¢ confonm to the fiscal vear, and

Ui

ar e same hime admil of beinz arranged by cal- |
iar veats when desired.  As it has been the

pra tod Jemand the tabletor the third quarter, in

s pun fdlamairs, I have \‘\llll‘ilhh"’ this year to
pense with iy and o carry the statistics into the

tvul The repurt

I lie -.»1:!;01‘\ of the public lands and private
gims have been prosecuwed doring the past vear

with all the energy which the means at the dispo-

his wifice would permit.  The late period at |

Woihe appropriatons for the current yeatr were

» prevented the extension of the surveys this

he nerthwest, as intended, <o as W keep

sal ol

\

e owith the progress of settlement. The delay
i, however, will be componsated by Vi
eased offirts i the ensuing spring, so 1hut the
s st lers o that direction may have an
= funity ol P'.Nt_'h:j-iu!_: heir 5 Hnproye:
o the Siatss ol Ohio, Indiana, Mississippi,and
Aluban surveys have been completed, the
S inccted therewith trans<terred 10 1he
< 3 e s reguired by the act of Jupe 12,
=30 and the oifice ol sorvevor generil 10 thase
< -d atpued. s Hinors, Askan-as, Michi-
2 M iry, Lovistasa aod Flonda, the sarveys
= bronzhf toa close as spredily as prach)-
I~ W e pereeaved by reference 1o the tal-
2 e =howing the area ol each S:ate, 1he
<t ol acre-surveyed, and the number rediain-
Pras |
Areas of Iv'_?ﬂr_lltr o
Square miles Arcres
LR MR 25 276 Y
i | R U 21 637,760
| SRR (L) 0. 450,20
fis ‘1 67 3= 123,129 200
2 1 UL R G2 12T 4400
L) EEES EREITT 47337 23,505 625
] NEE 445 431 20 715 =10
Michizan Hho243 35 995 520
A ~ ¥ 52149 J3906 720
W “ifi GRS | 511 360
liwn SUBUIE | G2 Dsd 960
I 5] R0 2GR A% 031 520
Minresra et ERAULT 53,120 ()
N ‘wl Ter He7 064 ST6,H00 Y
MNehasea 1365 0 NTOESS 00
| Y INT 171 (I U B L
New Mexico 2100543 131 =75 160
I 1S5.023 120 270 T2
G nia 1Ss U=y 190 M5 510
L L5 ST i 2= 5386 320
2, 4452 1 GGG S
Sarveved 1o Unsmiveved o
Sepr 300 1=50) Sepr 30, 1=50
: . [Hrprt LT Nt
i 2 Anx 658 Nune.
i s 3534560, 169 4.751
0 EECTEL R 126183273 UL LSy
lerm 31994 <13 W67
: i 20 ~UD 625
i b 19. 852,523
A} LAl RIET A b
AL cansas 33201425 A5, 205
Wisron=in 15 168§ 1=391 =62
T 130 i MG 138 e w5
I i 20 907 314
M <l Tep D iy
N west Ter d
Nollaxsa A= 0
INEUR U 1))
New Mex! 19 =Teh 160
o 1200 250,520
/ 1 120917 =1
e 4= 55006 320
S12 T 0L 1295 268 520
"y v ol Chickasaw lund _
Il Bt shown thal, to g lew yrars, (0e sur-
e Pphabiie latd> 1 akl thess gies will be
eiet, and the archi connecied therewih
ferred [o the respeeiive Staies as provuded hy
Fhe abjpeist 1o pres<sing forwati] the sprveys
3~ teen 5 *) I the <lemienl, and to
cher sre A0 avail thems-elves of
U fits e presempiion act of 158, which
udes all perscoswho ~eille vn
i V] i
w 12 saryeys hay=been carefollyand ens-
Loiied, i i) thil & resareey s
v, and he turther expenditure in
| SETWHTE 1N Tegurne d.
Murch eamibarrassment hax been ryxperienced in
g the Jocation gnd survey ol plivale
’ v du Florida and Laowisian.: bhut,
] ¥ - :' e 1} ..: fir ‘\I" q-F""-in’ ‘_'““.
Siales the i iy o a ordal extent
ved.  In Flonda mosv of the privile
i oien cated amd surveyed, amd 1he
s save been done i a2 manner ¢
il ]Iluu.g-'r-p‘u-c:.t ~easOn i ois
b e remainder of thie private ¢ianns
t oot all ol thie public lands of any val-
e Nemitule teservatiun, 1w lhis State,
I. fana he recarvevs in the Greensburg
huridsd by the act ol 296 Aagust,
' e Iy oo with g2 { dihigenve
ficions and =Kiltul direciion ol the
o e { many of the e ronenns and
gryeys i thil distract, which had ma-
itded public bisiness for vear<, and
4 ¢ ot embarrassinett and aunoyanees,
it Frecteyd
effort mas been made by the surveyors
i s oo Ly prevent ert r<and Trands
adl] 1 4 puipose sirit=-
O T pred, aud explici
fi= 1 il
Nt mbing these precantions, ivhas recent
cavereid that in same of 1he stifveys exe-
MLy VYears aoa, pspecially in the northern

I
ssutthern pengnzala of Michigan, errors

i wete tommiited], and a tew ol ke char-

mune recentl (Currence.
I evilseangm be wholly remedied by exist-
& iemislunen of fnstructiuns,  Thev are cavsed
Wy skl or integrity un the part vl the
lean unly be prevenied by an arbive
sfiee an the fetd, tor which, and the ex-
| IWng o, Ithele s n aunthaniy of | ELIL
¢ emplovmen! of such de paly ST VeVors
k> M unimpeschable characier and nmign
Hrienis, Nupee the Jyscovery ul the
trands alluded o, =pecianl In=iractiens

patched to the survevours genersl

such as are of tyeed indegray, and
abhaliie= and addinona regaialiots
fepiedl i rezncd to then bonds; in or

u

I e as ar g« [ sihle, a rennbursemet W
Havend H tlie surseys, Bow in progress of

st nol come up fo the feguiremdenis
‘Phe migst eenam preventive,

s=rin :'.
- fothis diffienity would be 1o extend the
I the of 30lh Sepicmber liast, 50 as
(¥4 M 3N Uasrs B jm[u foriks cognoaivon
Seanieiic wilh our presemt admrable reclian-
5 S A SUTYEYY By thi=pio = Lhe work

T ]

puty will bea check wpon the vthers,
ror will peeessarile lend to exaounation «lid
. The exact geographical posinon of all
i chjects will be determined, and 1he prin-
pographical dnd geolugical leatures ol the

v ascertdined and reported,
s can readily be accomplished, without
v reiarding the progress ol the sHpycys,
reasing their cosis by the employmeat of
elent surveyors, and the use ol proper in=iru-

secure the <ervices of such persons, a fair
tpensation shouid be allowed, and, in arder 1o
e nmiformity e the work, it has been con-
I i procure suilable instrumenis, and 10 dis-
hem (o the depulivs, al prime cost, thelod-
sporiativn, feserviug the right o repur-

cr's Store, g g

v, 1546 3 i a deputy leave the service [or any cause,
e isirnments can be purchased from him by
BLANK t # peneral, at such reduoclion tiom the

..publlcof‘ f ol

& mayappear fair as second-hand in~trumenis,
o s suceessor at the same rate.  To car-
bese views, an item has been introdoced

der,in t = eslimagies, for which apappropriation 1s

S=TREn This syuem would seem 10 be
anded prog "0 ped Ly our burders on the Pacific, so
red by Inwg =" @ e sener | features of 1hal =ection have been
n any sty!@ amed. The elevated and striking objeets,

8 frehied by the bold oupilines of the monntains,
sed, a8t th 2P admirable poinis with which to conpecta
i to, sLY ol tmngaliions, from the bases lnid duwn
ENNE. ng the parallels and meridians necessary

“eungutar sorvevs, and from these points

= =

— i

—

E———

VOL. 1.

CITY OF JACKSON, JA
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‘ tem with reference 10 revenue, and of the acinal
losses thal the Governmen! had sustiined from jr,
| ihat on the 34 Ma reh, 1829, an act was paseed an-
horizing the Prestdent ol the United States (o vanse
ihe valuable lead mines reserved in e Sate ol
Misspnry to be =xposed 1o poblic sale, subyjeei in
| the urdinary minbmam.  ‘Fhis was (ollowed by
the acewt Vith July, B46G, directing the mineral
tands ol Hhigois, Southern Wisconsin, and lowa,
o be ~u'd; by the acts of Ist and 3d Muarch, 1847,
| direciing the sale of the valoable copper mines of
Luke Superior, &c.; and, finnlly, by the act of 26ih
Sepiember, 1850, reducing their minimum price (o
that of ordinary public lands.
‘Thos it 15 seen that 1the whole of the leasing «ys-
temn, and the reservation of e mineral lands cn

NUARY 10, 1851,

account of their suppused valoe, alier the experi-
ence ul nearly bty years, have been finally abolish-
eif tn somwme of the richest miners! region= on the
face of the earith, and thay, so far as exhibiis have

———— = =

|
|

full ¥iews of the whale of the inte
conld be given.

By combining these triangulations with the rec-
fanzular surveys, and a tull geological description,
the most periect maps of that region could be pro-
duced, excelling those of any other section of the
couniry. It would admit also of a depariure Irom
the rectangular system when necessary, along
streams in narrow valleys, where it may be found
cxpedient tosurvey the lands into tracts lronting
ob the rivers, and running into the oplands fol
rmber, staiar somewhat m characier to the sor-
vevs in Lowmisiana. auwthorized by the acis of the
J1 March, 1511, and 24th Nay, 1824 with this dif-
ference, that the tracisshould be larger, and subject
o ~ubdivision by linesto be drawn from posts set
al egual gistances on the front, 1o corresponding
posts i the rear, and the biek lines 1o be surveyed
to the cardinal puints, o as o eonformlo the lines
of the rectangular surveys in the rear. In the
placers, and other valuable mineral locations, an
thoring shoald be given for subdividing the sechons
or olher into Jots uf suitible size fur
maning purpose~, and reservations shoold be made
along the narzins of streams in and adjacent o
Hhe maneral regams, tor the miners, and iu be free
fu them i common tor washing out the ore,

In comsequence of the great somber of boouly
land warrams issued and located, the low rates a
which those warrants have been sold, averazing
oily aboat evighy cents per acre, the grants and
dunations made lo the several Siates for internal
rmprovemesnis and other put poses, Lhe sales of Lthe
public: lands during the past year nave been com-
paatively Naiied

The whole quantiiy
=aislacineg

rmeddiate valleys

-lll’l\!.lll'\,

¢ sold and appropriated in
of warrants aond donalions, exceeds,
‘ery considerably however, thal of the preceding
vear

The 1ollowine <satement of the amonnt of lamds
ld and by miitary tand warrants, &
10 1508 and 1549, and first three quatters of 1531,
exhibits the decrease in cash receipes, and the -
Cigase for 154% an tie amoon ol lands dispused ol

Arres,

003

ot ed

Sales i =48, 26

Mesican war

1,58 04 £9 621 B15

Warranis, 2288 860 00 eqgual te 2,561,200 00
Siale sedec] Ions,
act ot 1841 JTR 008 07 equal o 472,573 21

Improveienis
ul vivers, &e.,
Dodlaw cerinhi-

Celles,

321,185 33 equalto 401,485 51
C

ST, 21000 egual te T1,661 35

4903 009 0y

A0 45

Tutal acres, &6 4N
Acres
Sales in 1549, 1,029 902,57
Mexican war
Wit fanis 3,105,520 00 equal to 4,256 900 00

Sie selections

&1,736,800 42

act ol 1841, 259,306 60 ¢gnal 10 o21. 758 25
Ili\;'r Ve lienis

o fivers, & 135 246 21 egual 10 160 0507 6
Choctaw ceniidi-

cales, 53 935 33 equal 10 67,19 15

HSL 0ol

Tutal acres, £6 555.025 59
Acres,

Sales in thoee
yuartters in
1554,

Mexwcon war
wirrants for

B60 0R2.32 31,129 186 50

I=t, 2, and

purt ol 3d

qu 1,520 120000 equai to 190,150 00
State selections, 359 80358 equal to. 475,751 47
Chovlaw et tili-

cates, 46,360 52 equal (o 579560 65

2,815,300 42 =3,562 041 62

Towl arres

From ithis statement i1 will be percewved 1hat |

posed of in 1849,

ol land disg
that of I15158. There is a

he szzregie gmonn

excreds

fi~tleT

g »
Voby emngration o the Paciic—the exiensive
reselvalns for the raitread (rom Chicago to Mo-
and the fagt miusl the military war-

[ {]

LTI that ul

roni> have been Jocated and the Swie selections |

displassd ot

Sitice the last annual report, over six mitlions of
arcres ol fands bave been Drought inte market, and
ubiul seven mallons are now prepared lor -ale,
atid will be uifered esrly an he ensuing season,

Varivas opwions have besn formed and ex-
I othe eusi of the public lands, and ol <or-
and anazing them, in compari-

frre-sil o

vering,

']

<uft Wil he reveadge denved fhom them.

That this malcer mav be correcily andersiood,
anyd thesvaloe of these jands, a5 a sonrce ol reve-
nue, be praperly appeeciated, | beg leave o sate
thast, by oo carelisl exananation, 1 is asceptained
bat the entie dred ol the poblic domain, excin
sive ol the liods in Oregon, Californm; New Mex-
cn, Uak, rue Indian and Nebraska Terriiones,
was 3210038 T3 avres,

Abuwm one-fuearth of this Jand ha=

bern <olil, and the e has= muyney

teceitod Tor HCamounis to <1550 062
The cost ul the whde ol 1hes¢ linds, . '

tnchidang  the amonnt pand toe

Fiapce lor Lomsiana, to Spam

tor the Florndas and amount pad
lur ex Ih;.:tll!'hllft: Lhe Indian title,
WS BE1020 717
A poriivn only of these
fands has been sur-
veved, The cost of
wineh, welading <al-
driesol=urveyor=aen-
viral and elerks, and
vxpensesaltending the
st '-'!"}?" Was i
Les~ (han hall rhe land
surveyved has  besen
sold, anl the whole
o wt =elhing and
maup&ing the ame,
including every ex-
pense nol previously

6 360 m3S

charged, 7. |I-bl;_3‘.!4

74957 570
Nett profit to the Guvertunent SH03S1 23
o an averagze of pearly one million and a ynagier
ol dubines wnomaily, tor the last Gliy years X

i toorhies shoald be added, the value, at 1 25
per acie of the land granted in bosnties for milita-
ty services, and ton internal improvements, dona-
would inouat 1o nearly dovble this

Azarezate vullay of every kind

Phonis, i, il
stm.  This will be more [ally appreciated when
1= undersiood thal the average cost o the gov-

ernment of aequiting Litle 1o the poblic IHUQﬁ, -
clmling the exiinzuisiment of the Indian tille, is
L AL conts per aore; do. of survey, 207 cents per
acee ol aud managing, 532 Totl
average cot 214 D cents per acie, while lor each
acee solld the 2overmmpent gois 21 23-1H), ur a net
proh aver and atiove eVETY Cosl and expease, ol
=103 I-dper acre.

Ttlie whule turce ol the office has been actively

iy,

and vigorously emploved in discharge of the on- |

erous dulles growing wul ol = current business.
The quarerly avconnis ol the réceivers.of publie
monevs, boih as receivers and disb =g agenls,
have all been adjusied 1o, and includiog 1he thard
guatier of 1hie cutrent calender year, “The sales,
selections, lecations, &e., have nearly all been ad-
Justed, posied, and entered up lo Lhe same |~e_um|,
and 1he 1~sming of ihe patenls lor sales, private
granis, donatioss, and aluary bouniyv tands, has
Been pressed forward as rapidly a<the means placed
a1 our displsal for thay purpose would permit. Nao-
merons suspensions of land eairies, in nearly all
the divisions ol the office, ~ome ol which tor years
have pro need moch difficulty and correspondence
have been taken upand di~posed of, and the car-
rent dutics have been discharged with commenda-
bie diligence.

There has been a material increase in the gen-
eral business of the office, consequent upon the
vlaims o lands for mililary services.

This increase ari~es not only frum examination
of ine warranit> and assignments, and the carrying
of the locations by engrossing clerks inlo patents,
but trom the ad'itopal duiies connected with those
claimy, which are devalved upun the accouulanls
and buok-keepers of the ~everal divisions ol the
uffice tn chargze of the sales of the public lands.
ln thuse divisions all military bounty land loca-
tiuns are compared with 1he tract books ol =ales,
in order 1o determine whetlier they are correct in

i the curtent fscal vear, caused prob- |

designation, and free from interference, atier which
thete is a permanent regi-iry made in those books
af such lovations, in order to show the matner in
which the locaied tracts have been disposed ol and
to arrest herealier a turiher disposal ol them, and
thus prevent conflicl of title.

During the past year 7,215 Mexican bounty land
claim= bave been examined, and carried wto pa-
tenis, the whole o which have been forwirded di-
rect toihe parties entiiled, and several thousand
mote are nearly reaay lor Iran-mission.

The whole number of Mexican warranis is-
sued and !ransmibied o this office is 33560 ot
which oa $ have been located, covering 7,810410
acres,

The act grapting Mexican boanty land cliims
wis consirued to anthorizetheir assiznment, whica
vpened a door for the commission ol extensive
frapd~, as well upon the soldier and his heirs as
the gawvermment.  Numerous discharges have been
lorged, and warrants obiivined 1thereon and assign-
ed, and passed into the hands vl bopa fice purcha-
seis by individoals petsonating the suldier

Per-ons as=uming to acl as agenls i procuring
bounty lands have tn many cases imposed npon (he
suldiers by ubaining axsignmenis of their warrinls
duly scknowledzed beture a magixitate or noldry,
leaving blanks lor 1the number, date of 1he war-
rant, aud dite of assignment aond acknowiedgment.
Thoe blauks were filled up atter the i~sue of the
watruuls, so that the assiznmenis appear on their
fuces in be fair and regolar, and execated after
such issue. Warrants thos assigned oare passed
inte the hands of innocent purehasers, and in such
caves the soldieris generally defiauded ot his land,
as it s ditlicnlt, i not impossible; for him to ex-
plain or confroven the assidnment.

Transfers are also frequenily made, ander and
in virtwe ol blank powersol amorney, surrepli inps-
Iy nbiained from tne soldier before the adjodica-
tion of s claim, and Glled up atierwards. There
are also numerons cases where the ~oldier has
bas warnt, or it bas been stolen, and atier-
a simulaied as=ign-

fust
wards put in circulation by
aien’,

Some estimate may be formed of the extent of
these Praods, trom the fact that about three hun-
died warranis have been canceled on the ground
of having bteen obiamed on talse or forzed papers,
aid pbowt rwo bondred anid seveniy-five have bern
suspended upon allegations ol the same characier,
made by covnter-chnmants,

Fouinteen hundred caveiats have been filed in this
office by individnalscontesting the issue of patents

Uthe assignees, clietly on the ground that the as-
Csignments are lalse and counterivit, or, in lict, ex-
eeuied prior 1o the issue of the warrants, and the
dates sulequentiy inserted,

The decizion ol these suspended and caveated
cases impoeses much bebor and patient investigation
upon this office. Incases wherethoreis great con-
thet ¢t evidence, the parties are relerred o the pn-
dicial rribunals o decide the contruversy by il in
chancery or otherwive

It wou'ld have been far better if these warranis
had not been made assignable, and that the patent
shionld, 1 all cases, have issued (o Tthe soldier, dead
of living, and enared 1o the benefit of his heirsor
assignees, The coars ol justice would be open to
all persons claiming by, throuzh, or under the sol-
dier, togesert their titlex, where they cvould have
the benefit of a fairtrial and a carelul investiga-
tion of all the facts,

Much embai rassment hns also besn experienced
in clesing the grant< made to (he Siates for imernal
improvemen!s by theact of 4ih September, 1841,
and by other ~imilar granis made lo particular
Sutes by special acts of Congress

The [ollowing 1able exhibits the present condi-
tion ol the grant made by thie act of dith September,
15391, tu-wit;

STATEMENT,
Skoaring Az condition of the State seleclions nnder
the act nf Ak Scpember, 1841, an the 30tk day of
June, 1550

oh
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T hnasat will be percesved that the grants made
by his act have been neariy closed m several of
the Siptes, and special effuris are now waking 1o

1|um‘-lc e tho=e in all the other Siates.  In some,
parncularly in Florida, this consminmation has
| been preveuted by the ditficulty in completing the
lovation ot “private claims," as it was impossible,
in many poriiops of the country m which seleclions
hitve been wmade by the Siate, to distingoish publie
from private lands, till those claims were loca-
ted, and, of course, aatil that ime no definie
action evuld be had in the “Stale selections.” A
like difficuliy hax been experienced in bringing the
business connecied with claim= in Florida, under
the “armed vecupation act,"” 1o & termination.  As
mist of the “private claims” have been lucated, as
| already mentioned, the “Suate selections’ and cases
arising under the “armed occupation act” will be
disposed of as rapudly as possible.

The several grant- 1o the Siate ol Indiana for
the construction ol 1he Wabiash and Erie Canal,
amoantng to atout 400 000 acres, have all been
weleered, the lamis cectified 1werhe Siate, and elosed
upon the buoks of this office.  The <ame may be
s respeciing the grant o Wi~consin for the iin-
provement of the Wisconsin and Fox rivers, and
the connexion of those streams by a canal, made
by the actof 8ib of Auzust, 1816, except that por-
tion west ol Foxriver, wi linthe recen! cession by
the Menvmoniies, which has not yel been surveyed
An inincate and laborious hranch of our land op-
eration= i= that charzed with the examination and
preparation of granls for clanms to Jand resting
upun iles deriveld from foreign goveraments, and
donations ol lands under laws ol the United States,
copnecied with which 1= 1the issning of Patenis Jor
ludwen Reservations,  In legisiating from an early
P‘-‘"""i of oor Lahwonial existence {or the somivey
anil =ale of the “public Lauds" ol the United States,
Cungress anticipated thie necessuy_ and according-
Iy then commehesd making provision by law for
the recognition and adjostment ol titles which had
been denived from foieign governments,

It was the policy  of Gieat Bruain, France, and
Spain, in the management o their colonial aftairs,
I eXerci=e, DN a mosl exiensive sgale, the Powers
of graniing awey the royal domain, in many in
stances 0 amnense bodies, but generally o ood-
erate quaninies, to promote aud advance the setile-
ment o the couniry.

Wiscunsin | RSN 10 L b 1559

L0 T W ) i

=t

1,105 891 48

:sm,:}ﬁunJ

Asaresare] 1166 908 77|

In thi~ way wilhons opon mitlions of acres, in |

the agzregale, have been conveded 1o individuals,

and 1 that exieni the public lands were encnmber- |

ed when the United States acquired title 1o the
same in virive of differenn rreaties,

By ihe laws of nation=and terms ol the treaties
of cession, il became incombent upon us lo recog-
nize end respect all bona ide granis, of thix chas-
acter, and n regard W them, 1o carry into full ef-

tect, and in a biberal and just spirit, the intentions |

ol oul predecessors in sovereigoly.

The varivus class of litles of this description, |

which have been designated, and are now known
as “Piivate Land Claim~" have been the subject
of snceessive general and special legislative enact-
ments, throorh a long series ol years, reaching to
the last sessiun of Congres inclusive, and now of
| themselves consiilgle a complete system
They have been adjudicated trom rime totime
ihrough the inssrumentalily of boards of commis-
sioners, of the recorders of land illes of the Uni-
ted States district and territorial courts, and by the
Supreme Court of the United States on appeal. In
[ the investigation and adjustment of those titles, a

thorough ipquiry became necessary into the

| 1o

=

ros
vincial laws, usages, and customs of the British,
French, and Spanish Guvernments, into the natore
and extent ol the power ol the granting oficers
and their suburdinates, such as, guvernors-genetal,
intendents-gzeneral, hentenant-governurs, or sub-
delvgates, nnlinary commandonts and surveyors ;
aml i the exaninaion of this elas< ol titles, nu-
mercus intricate and inteiesting questions have
ari~en before the courts of the Uniled Siates, and
have been Judicialiy decided, some of grave mo-
ment, invalviog high interests; both paiiunal and
indiwidoal.

The system then, resty upon the laws, usages,
and custeans, in granting and surveving, of the
soveteigniies alluded to—upon numerous general
and special laws of the Unied States—upon deci-
ston= ol boards ol commisstoners gl wviber ofli-
cers, wpon the decisionsand deerees of the interior
Judicial inbunals, and of the Supreme Court of
the United Stares.

In advancing and gradually extending anr sur-
veys bl the Public Lands, in grder o sell and Jdis-
pose ol the samie an conformiy to the wall of Con-
gress, this private land claim sysism has neressa-
tily been wvoked, and Las co-operated i severing
and setting apart Proan the pational domain, and o
periecting the evidence of thies 1o private indivia-
pals in cases which have been sancioned vr con-
fitmed,

Henee, wherever the ancient landmarks can be
idenithied, they are traced omt and the old measare-
menis ol localities are ascerimned and re.esiiblhish-
ed, and, in thew onginal irregular forins, are in-
corplated into the Unied States surveys in ~uch
a4 manner as wshow their varions locations, limis,
amd precise positions on our town=hip plats, in con-
nexion with che contigouus public surveys.

The want ot a system in the Governments that
preceded v~ by which the gianiing pawer could
determioe o advanece, wheilier their coucession
woitld conthiel with their previou~ arants, has led
10 numetous conthicrs of wile: and abbovsh the
terms of the origingl zraois generally ~tipulaied
that they were made on the condinion thar they
shupld not prejudice the rizhts ol others, yet those
stipnlativns hiave not relieved us from the difficul-
tiesand labor inseparable lrom the adjustment of
conflicting lamits,

To this branch of the service s assigned the daty
of seeing thatl all such cootyers are properly deler-
mined, s0 1iar as excecolive aclion is concerned.

The setthug ol such cases is an indi-pensable
preluminia v o the 1ssuing of new grants or tilles |
for confirmed claims, in accordance with the laws
uf unr own Government ; and in the preparaiion
ol paienis there js necessanly brought in review
the whele pievious listory of each claim, lrom i<
fnceplion t its confirmation and sarvey, and a re-
cital or reterence 10 all the maierial puipis g jis
history s made in soch palents

These embrace claims ol all denominations and
exient, lrom town luts, ofien of ereat valoe, and
trequenly in conllict with each diher, 10 elaims ol
nense area, as in the “Forbes Parehase,” in
Fiorida, known as the case of Colin Miienell and
athers, vs.the United States, the record of which
alone, ns submlinied 1o1tie Supreme Court, covers
a printed volume of seven hundred and ihirty ~ix
pazes.

Cases have arisen, and may hereafier occur, in
regard 1o confirmed ~etlement righis, and clanms
founded on anerent written tile, in which 1t is
sometimes dithculn, if not impossibile, for the Ung-
ted States surveyors to determine withh certainty,
in the field, the place of tlie original improvement,
or ol acival grant.

I theretore renew, in relation to this class of ca-
ses, the recommendarion in previvos reporis, that
power by law be conlerred on 1he Depaitment 1o
lucate any such clanns by =eclional limits, or arc-
cording 1o the lines of ke public sorveys, giving
the claimanta right 1o a review, and modification
of location, il applicaiion and a proper showing
be made within one year atier the official aesigna-
tion of the land; and providing further, that ~ach
designation shall be final it appheation for revi-
sion be nut made within the period stipulated.

Ldeem it my doty azain tespectivlly 1o invite
the attention vl Congress o the condition ol < er-
tain privaie land titles, parncularly relerred toin
the last annual commuomication brom this office, o
which suiis had been institnied against the United
Suates 10 obrain conficmation vnder the act ol Con-
gress, prhﬂ’l't{. 1%th Jlll!?. 1541, deeree< of con-
firmation. oblained in the court below, an appeal
praved 1o the Sapreme Conrt of the United Suates,
and there dismissed vo the garound that the appeal
had not been taken in the manner and within the
period required by law,

It has therefore been contended that, in vivtue of
this list proceeding, the decres of the cour below
became hinal, and the confirmations conscquently
absulute.

As it was nbvionsly the inteniion of Congress,
by the act of 2hh Mav, 1824, which was revived
and extended by the sald act of 15th June, 1541
that cases of the magaiiude of those alluded o

shotld be determined by the hizhest judicial tri-

banal upon their merit=, the subject i= now brought
the nolice ol Congress for consideration, and
fur such proceedings in the way ol legislation s
their wisdom may sugzzes,

Awcug the most important matters that will
donbilsss engage the attention of Congress, in con-
nexion with the extension ol the land sy<tem over
our newly acquired terriiory, woll be thal of ma-
king provision by law for the prompt adjadication,
settleinent, and separation rom the vublic lind of
all valid foreign titles, which shoud be respected
and recognized under tieaty.

The first requiring atiention ars tho<e in Oregon |
and Caliloinia. In the former, the claims, it is |
presumed, are comparalively limiled in number,
which come within the purview ol the treaty of
Sih Angust, 1846, between the United States and
Great Brutain, and the righis which our Govern-
ment by 1reaty has agreed (o respect, may, il i~ sug-
gested, be diseriminated, anid settled by the joint
action and co-operation ol the sorvevor general |
and the register anil receiver, acting as a Board ol |
Commissiuners, whose jurisdiction <honld exiend
10 all cases contemplated by the rreay, except such
as way hiave been provided [or by the aet ol Con
gress, approved 2L7th Seprember, 1850, to create the
utfice of surveyor gencral of the miblic landsin
Oyegon, and 1o provide lor the survey andio make
donaniuns 1o seitlers. The decision of those offi-
cers shonld be subject to the final determination of !
the appellate auihorily, as hervinalier suggested
respecting the adjudication of claims in the State
ol Caliluraia.

In that State the claims are mnch more namer-
pus, and of a very diflerent eharacter from  thoss
nl Oregon, being gencrally ol a largeraren—some |
indesd of an immense extent—and re~ing upon
inceplive and oihier yiles, in various stagex ol ma-
tariy, as derived from the Governmems ol Old
Spain and Mexico, and a greal portion of which
are probably unaided by any actaal survey under
the governmen!s Irom which they were derived.
Tuo seitle these vlaims, it = recommended that leg-
islation be had analazons toa plan presented ina
bl introduzed iolo the Senate at the last session,
wiich luuked to the appointment of a Board ol
Commis-ioners, with powerio visit different places
in Calitvvnia, under the orders of the President,
and 1o take festimony ol all the facis relating 1o |
the vahidiny or invabdiy of the respective claims,
and ta report the same, with 1heir vpinion, tothe
Departinent, subject to the revisicn ol a tribunal
cunisisiing ol the Secrcétary of the Interiur, At
pey General, and Commissiotier of the General
Lind Oifice, who shall have power 10 render final |
decrees obf confirmation, as agzainsl the Unied
Stales, aml to be fellowed by a United States ~ur-
vey and patent. They should also have power o
reject all claims which, io their opinion, are not
valid under 1he treaty; but, incase of any such re- |
jection, the dlaimants should have the right 10 ap-
peal from such deciswon, and bring 1the case, by |
petition, and & franscript ol all the evidence and
proceedings, belore the disirict or eircoil conrt of

[ p' . . 4
final decision and adjustment within a reasonable | 1he reciangular sysiem, as explomed 1o ihe preced-
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the United Siates for the proper district in Califor- |

nia, who shall therenpon enter up a decree, or de-
ci~ion. frem which an appeal may be taken by ei-

perwwd, and sl ctaims that are valid, and should
be respecied, will be 1ecoguized, and separated
trom public lands, which can then be disposed of
withoot danger of conflict wih the bona bde inver-
est< of privale individuals,

By diflerent treaties negotiated with Indian iribes
reaching back tu ihe early thnes of the Bepublic,
and exiendinz vp 1o a late peried, the Uniled States
have recognized numerous claums W individual
Indian rescrvations, These may be ranged inio
several elasses—a few uvsulroctuary ; others, and

] T -
[ wvery ldarge class, in which the Government ha<
‘agreed jo conler 1he fee simple, sometimes stipula-

ting that the sale <hall not be made without the
sanction ol the President of the Uniled Sraies:
and cthers wihout sueh condition.  In some of
those elasses it is required (hat patents shall jzsue
direct to the jeservee, as in the Pouawaiamie, Mi-
ami, and Chickasaw 1reaties; others as nnder the
19 th arricle ol the Choclaw trealy of 1830, 10 i=sne
trthe first purchaser from the Indian, upan the
presentation ol deeds approved by the President,

There is also a class of beiwern six and seven
thonsand, in » hich immense jabor bis been re-
quired ol this branch of the ~ervice, pursuvant to
the treaty of 1832 with the Creck Navion, and the
acl of Congress approved July Hih, 1888, direeting
pateniE o ssoe 1o the Jast regnlar gssignes, whal-
ever may be the vumber ol intermedinie gssign-
mens,

By the treary of 1532, the Chicasaws eeded 1o
anr Gavernment certain lands in the northern pan
ol Mississipprand Alsbama, with a stipulation tha
they Were 1a be sold by the Upited Suies and 1he
fient proceeds paid over 10 them,  That cession, d<

hereiofore reporied, has all been doly surveved,
6 TN 556
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plaited, and fund 10 contain,
B of thisarea individual Tn-

acies,

dian  reservations, which

have been recognized, cover 2420067056 do
Leaviog subject to sale, 4206906 41 do
Of thi~ guaniily there have

been sold, v 30l Sepred-

barr list, 39970897 do
Leaving unsold at that dare 200 31741 do

Bosides the eales of "poblie lands " 1here have

been dispused ol by thie land officers in e cession
36 005 68 acres of “Orphan  teservations,” under
the Sih anicle ot the tremv of 18534

The whole of this cesston has been brought into
g ket, with the exception ol one seehiun fesetv-
ed for the use ol the local offices,

The un=cld lands, ander 1he operation of rhe
graduation ~ysiem, have (cached the aitinnam
price fixed by the teaty, ol 12§ cents per acre, ¢x
cepta tew Ingets which are now subject 10 eniry al
peracre.

There hive been issued—
Fur public lands in this eessivn
Eor rescrvations

22450 palents
2,24M)

24 650

Toal,

Cthe Like Soperior distrier,

{=en that the notice of the sale regnisite nnder the

§ o - |
All ot which have been duly recordedin this ofliee

and the accounts of the receiver lave baen adjust-
ed upto 3h Sepiember, 183,

Imay afford ~ome idea of the amount of lsbaor
which has been reguited and pertormed in con-
ducting thos far the Jland operations in the Chick-
asaw cession, by reporting the fact that the records
in this office, in connexion with this particular bu-
siness, comptise nineiy-three folin volumes,

Io the annuas! repont of 1549 from this office, in
consideration of the gradoal winging up oof the
Uhickasaw operations, the diminwion of sales,
atid the comparalive small amooanl of basiness now
required oy be transacied in 1lie cession, lsnpgestied

and recominended legislation with a view o cor- |

responding reduction o the expens~es. Toihat re-
port in the pre.ent maver | beg leave 1o make spe-
cin) reference, and fo reiterale my recommenda-

tion in the proorises, unless indeed it shoold be the |

pleasure ol Congree tu pay the Indians tor ihe res.
idpe of their lands, at the minitum price of 12

4

| cents per acre, invesing the amount in United

States stucks, and devoling the interest 1o the en-
dowment of schools tn the Chickasaw nation, The
lands thos purehased conld be atinehed 1o 1he nexi
adpacent Unned Swies fand distrien,

The pre-emption busine-s has been progressing
N very satisfactory manner, Nearly all the
claims under the acis prict (o 1841 have been final-
Iv dispo-ed of, many of which were very impor-
tant, ttom the value of the properiy at issue and
the romplexity of guestions involved.

The act of 41h September, 1811, prospective in
it< character, has been tenelicial in s operinion,
securing, as i does, 1o every =~ettler who desires ji,
the right to ent=r withom cempetition the land jim-
proved and seiled on, @nd zenerally enabling bim,
by ord nary indusiry, to realize [rom ihe soil ~ul-
Berent means o pay tor the sume, before he is re-
guired tu do s¢ by aw.  The operations ander this
act have been reduced, ax far as pracricable, 1o a
system, and proceed with hivimony aud efficienc v,

In tact, ihe only modification that conld, 1o my
opinion, be maide ol 11, with advanuize 10 the pub

| by many that ihe

| and @ bill to establish

ey i go require =enlers, in addiion 1o the present |

nntive of senlement,as a preliminary ~lep, lo make
vath of their intention o valer, dod prosethat they
have, in good lanh, made the seilement and im-
provement conlemplated by law.  ‘T'his provision,
it 15 believed, would remedy any exi=ting abuo-es,
and affurd every requisite laciliy 10 bona fide ser-
tly re.

The bonnty land and scrip business under 1he
witr of the Revolution, and that of 1812, is beinz
wotitnd ap as rapidly as possible, pursasnt to the
lezislatiun of Congress,

Many vexed
branch, and new cases aie daily presenied for the
ae jon of the office,

Under the act pa-sed by Congress on the 28th
Sepreniber, 1850, “to ensbie the Siate of Arkar=as
and other States to reclaim the swamp lands with-
in their limits,"” it was decided, with vonr approba-
tion, o charge the surveyora general of the ~ever-
al Stares in which their offices existed, in the first
place, with making out lists of the land~ granted

1o those Siates by that law, and, where those uffices

were abuli-hed, 1o devolve that duty on the land
officers of the respective distriets,

Full instraciions have bren made ont, and 1raps-
mitted Tar this purpns<e, and by those instructione
the act of Congress will be earried out—the right
to all ithe swamp and overflowed land~, nuht for
enltivation, ~ecured 1o the Siatex, and the interests
of the Government protectid

The Siate of Louisiana havinz made the neces-
<ary arrangements to delray the expense of seleet-
ing the swiamp lands therein, under the ae1 of 24
Mareh, 1849, the neeessary in-truetions for that
putpose were is<peld; and, at the in~ance of the
delegaiion from that Sate a special agen! was of-
dered there toarranze and determine the principles
op which that zrant should be sdjosted, who dis-
vharzed the duy entrusted 1o him, and made his
report, which was laid be fure Congre-<.  In accor-
dince with the in-trnciions thus pssaed, and the
principles established, the Suie procecded 10 inake
the <electivns, and hias mule cousideralile progress
therein.

The law recently passed embraces Lonisiana,
anil increases the grant made by the act of 1549

In~ructions bave also been prepared for all the
distriet Tand officers, onder the act of 28 h Soplem-
ber, 1850, “grantinz bouniy land (o certiain o fficers
and soldiers who have been enzaged in the nilita-
ry seivice of the Unied Siaies™

“In order that 1he liberal views of Congress, in
passing thi= law, should be lolly carried ont_anil
ill possible expense savedio the braveand paintic
citizens, for whose b -nefit 1 was enzcled, in loca-
ting their lands, and at the same time 1o protect the
improvemenis of the hardy and indu-triows pioneer
setilers, it has been determined, with yourappioval,
o waive the affidavit beretvfore requited, thatthee
is po improvement on the land propused (o be loca-
ted, but 1o publish notices tor all sentlers opon the
public land= to come torward and poiily the land
officers of their improvements; and to requite ihal

| the warrants shall remaip oy daysin the local
| vifices, afier they have been |ocated.

This will

ther pariy 1o the Supreme Court of the United | give the seitlers full time to file notices of their
Siates, whose decivion thereon shall be final and | sentlements and improvements, as now required by

conclusive,

In the event of confirmation of a claim by such
courl, a survey 1o be made and a patent lo issoe,
as in other cases; but when the decision shall be
against the claim, the lands ipso facto o be treated

i

law. Daripg the iime a warranl is tho- retained
in the hands of 1he jaod officers, if it is found that it
has been located upon the improvement of a settler,
that location will be annulled, and a new one made
fur the wairantee. Arrangemenis have al~o been

as public lands of the Uniled States, and disposed | made for locating all warraats that may be sent o
of accordingly. By the adoption of such a mea- | this office for thai purpose.

sure it is believed that the ends of justice will be

The instroctions for the surveyor general of Ore-

subeerved, the whele maner will be brooght 103 | gon reguired a rombination of the geodetic with

quesiions «till arise voder this |

' April, 1785, by which one-third parc of all gold,

beea made, it i= shown 1o Bave been 8 Joss to the
Guvernmeni—direcily 1o a considerable sum, nnd
indireetly o a vasily greater amount,

It may be well 1o consider, also, the effects of 1his
system upun the morals of the community in which
i1l exisied.

Having only a lemporary eonnexion wih ihe
sull, ang that of a chatucter calvulyted 1o siimulate
every effurt fof their own pecunisty advantage, (he
lessers had no indueement to aid in sustaining the
laws=, of encouraging a proper moral (one in ihe
vommunity. Soccess inmining ope rations secured
wenlth, fariure preduced puvertly, wanl, and their
attendant evils, ] hese muotations begol & spiri o3
wiltt speculatitig hazard, whieh in many cases was
carried oul o the tullest extent, and as:ivied in cor
rapting the mornl sense and feelings of magy in
the evimnunity, The Government was regatded
as & vich landed monepolist, that had oo feeling (o
uaison with the interest of (he tenant, bul wWas ra
ther sunving fo strip hem ol 0 part of the earmngs
of his ol and privativas. Heoce arosz a jeeling
af resi~tance (o the Guyernment and luws, and a
disposition 1o evade those laws and the vbligations
ol contracts by every possible expedisnt. Consei-
otts ol this kmd of vassalage, the miners learned
lodowk upen fheir Govermmnent with feelings ol
devssatstaciton amd f-wall, and 10 manitest those
seilhiments i baler """“f'l"""‘ and remonsirgnees
Pl constan: warneg ter wealth, stimnlaied ulso
teelings of cupidity, which were indreasea by cone
scigasness of uppression, and indured the miners
not only 1o wvond, whenever practicible, the pay
et ol trehate o rents, but also o encrvach wpun
the rights ul vach vilier.

Uticeasinge litgalion was the conseguence be-
Iween the Government and miners, and among the
miners ihemselves, either top the collection of rents
or o remedy some fedl o suppoad wrong The
fmnharny wil vice, thox ndured, by & naturnl
rratisilion extended bx ingividual and social rela-
mans=, the whole producing a =late i ihat
cotll pnly be realized by persoual ub-ervation, but
whic'h wips weell Known to #Xi=1 To a grénier or itas
exient in all the minlug disirigky where the leasing
sysiem was in force.

Ctiimupitles were k!-ia! in noceasing mrmoil,
fcrment, itization, and b oodshied by s odios
system, and ihat these evils were thos caused i
evident from the tact thot afler the abiogation of
Tl systomk 1he same commutiles are o= onderly,
peaceiul, and Jaw-ablding as any people in1he
Wil |f

1 he leasing svstem was the canse of much irri
afion Jedloosy . and complaiot on the pan of the
St within whose jurisdietion st was praciiced
Phey joctly complained thot they were erippled in
lieys Fesources by being festricted an the power ul
inxatien: that the Geperal Gavernoent, instead of
sedling the land relatned the fee, and =toavd in the
atiiwde of a pawerfud and opulent landiond, hold
ing a large portjon of Ihe populoion in an abpect
i uf temaney, destrovipg sl puduce-
urthe mahiog of permanent
ietends upon the land, ooril

§ ' wl perni-

e alale L the

L ing pare ot this report, and ax reguired by the av
ol 20h September, 1850, esablishing the offive uf
surveyor general of that territory

The geological surveys of the northern paris of
Michigan, Wisconsin and Lowa, athorized by th
aeis of 1st and 3d Mareh, 1847, have been broughi
i close, and it is expected 1hat the final repuris
ol the geolozists will be received in time 1o be Lyid
befure Congress a1 an eatly period of the ses-jun
il not 1o accompuny thi< report,  From the seienil-
e churacier ( (hose gentlemen, the care taken by
them in the exeention of their work, and from the
synupsis presented, T am saiisfied that their reports
uh thuse inierestinz tegions will be among the mos:
valuable wiorks ul the Kind ever presenred, and

| marerially advance the cause of science in these
pariculars,

Immedialely afier the passaze of the aet of 20ih
Seprember last, “granling the right of way, and
making a granl of land 1w 1the Siates ol Nlinois, |
Mississippi, snd Alabama, in aid o (the con-irue-
non of a ranlevad om Chicagzo Mobile, -

| structions were seni 1o the land officers of the dis-
frets airoirzh whaeh thid road Wall pas=, direciing

[ them 1o reserve from sale orentry ol any kindand
all the fands within s~ailable distance on each side
wl that roud, unitil the grann is adjusied,

This measure was adopted 1o prevent the Tand-
alung the ronte from being looated by speenlators,
thus sectrinz o the Sratvs the benefits eomtemplite
by The taw and preserving for farare disposal by
the Guovernment the landgs in thie aliernate sections
alonz the road, the mimimom price of which was
donhled by that faw

Unider the act of 26ih September, 1850, a
duoe the migimom price of the mineral lands in

in Michigan, and in

the Chippewa disirict, in Wiseonsin,"the whole o)

the mmeral lapd, i those disiricis which have

been sprveved, will be brought into marker as ear-

Iy as piacticable nexi seasan, at the reduced mini

mum, arrangements havinzg been made tor that por-

ro e Earlier action could not be had, for the rea

Tey

r

g
fe-

=ittty

law belore the lands can be otfered, i1 given/thi>
Fdl, would have Brouzht e soles anto the meiddle
elthe winter, when brdder= wonld bave heen pre
venied from attending in cansequenve ol the sever-
iy ol the weather.

The ordering of these lamids int marieer will o1
conrse finally ¢losg the employment of minernl
ageuls in (hose resions,

Fhe sippropriains ter surveving and marking
the nonihern boundary of lowa and the easein
boundary of Minnesga were made 1o Inte in the
seasit for the servive 1o be perfurmed the past fill
Allthe necessary insiruetious have been prepated
atd the work will be comploted eanrly next ~gason

Under the act of 3d Auzust, 1846, fur the <eule-
ment of sospendel eniries, manpy S e o
which had lone embarrassed Ihe operations of this
\-lii\'t'. and Ziven = to wmncl |-l!ll‘-p-|ll1!f'|.l'f'
were finnlly -f,‘»]m'ﬂ‘d ol the mteres's ol theliovern
ment thereby subserved, and greal relio! extended
1o purehasers,

Several cases equally meniiorions with those
which were released were, houwover, not goted o,
Lor vartons causes most ol which were bevond the
control of this office. ke of equal merpn have
=tneearvisen, and, in consideration of these tact=, 1
recommymend the tevivil of that act, for a perd ot
Iwo vears, which, it is presumed, will be amply
sufficient lorthe purpose. ’

I revew the recommendation, made in my last
report, that the doty of selling “reserved lands” be
devolved vn this office, where the reservation ol
those lands may no longer be required toe military
ar mbier pulile: ases, anid that this office be clathed
with all the anthoruy of the surveyors geperal jor |
the lands fa the States where their offices have
been or mav be abolished under the aet o! 120k
June, 1840,

The experience on the subject, since that rcp};rl,
has tully ~o-tained 1the expediency snd necessity
ol these measnres, and the reasens then given for
the adopiion of them, to which | respectfully refer.

The manner ol di-posing ot the public land<in
Cauliloinia New Mexico, and Utah, has attracied
mueh atlteniion, and vanoos plans have been sug-
goested as the most j-nilr:lr:ll- for this parpose, espe-
cintly i reterence wihe valuable mineril land<in |
thue regions, o view of the peeuling tupographi- |
cal teatures of the country, and Lhe vialoe of the
mineral lands in Califoruia, it has been supposed
leasinz sy=tem would conduee
most 1o the iniere-is ol the Government and the
people, £o far as those mineral lands are coneerind, |
such n sy=tem in that Stae
ha= been tiradoced in e Seunte

ILe ot @ manter ol <arprise (hat these opinians
stHutedd be entertained by all who have not realiz od
Hie reasubis of thissvatem. Fhe same views wery
held ~uecessively ul the fead mines ol Missoasi and
Hinois, and of the lead and copper mines of Ar-
knnsas, Northern Michizan, and Wisconsin, As
an additiong ) season, bowever, for the adoption ol
this system in Calitornia, it i~ alleced that the sl
i miahy of the placers s olteily valneless, excop
Foar the moneonl Towrd thevein, and (hiat, when that
muneral s exhau=ted, ihe lund i< worth nothing
Wihen the histary ol tie past with refecrenceto thi-
guestion s considered, it owill be thund that there
afe bew 6 aoy, points of ditterence; tha bke gooses
have produced lige effvels dn all these Siates, aind
that the ~ame resuits will probably be e xperienced
on the Pacilic il the leasing sysiem is iniroduced
there,

Fiom the beginning the Governmnent has mani-
lested o desire 1o rethin an interesi in lands con-
taining viluable minerals.  This isa natural feel-
ing in thy e who, dazzied by the snppused valie ol
the treasure, patrioticaliy desire that (e Guvern-
ment shonld share in it.  When experience, how.
ever, shows (hat the eost of obtaining this share
by Iht-l leasing system exceeds the benefits derived
from i, and is attended by a ling train of serious
evils, that system shonld at onee be abandoned,

The first gerion on the part of the Government
i relation 1o this sobject wasthe ardinance of 13th

il serele

ments o enliivation
TIRprovenenls G ~
Congress, seeitug (he acoatmi ol e
ci cunsequences, abulisbed, as be
whale sysiem.

It may be argoed that in regions containing Lhe
precious metals, and where the lands o many cpses
aaide Crom the minerals, are valueless, the same
resulis would not be experienced; (hat it would be
ac unjisiifiable di=regatd of the pobliz inferest 1o
sell tor any ordivary price a wacy of lond contain-
ing a teh goldor guichsilver mine, while it would
be equally vojast 1o fmlividoals to ebidrge them
sach price for lands that should prove s holly
worthless,

The an<wer i<, that this state nf ithings exinted in
the Lake Superior regions, with this dillerence,
that here the mineral is copper, while on the Pacifie
itingold, &c. The landy, however, inboth regions,
aside from the minerals, are egnally valusless; yet

| those who were engaged in the Lake Superior op-
erations cheerfuliv purchaxed large bodies of worih-
less land, exiending even o three miles sguare, at
high rates, lor the porpose of secaring a goixd min-
ing locatiop; and the tact that the minerid on the
Pacific is the more valusble will only have a ten-
deney o cause (he greater efions to defeatithe Gov.
ernment in the collection of the tribote,

e further dllsgation may be made, that in the
Loke Soperior region mining could only be carrnied
on prufirably by companies and al a very beavy
vty of eapital dnd lnbor 1

By recentadvices trom California it appear= that
individou! mnng is dechining, and that the mine-
ral wealih of that conniry can only be sued esslully
developed by combinations of capitnl and Inbor,

Further: from these advices Lam igelined
think that those engaged in the mining operations
there do not probibly reilize as moch as the samne
numberemployed tn agriculioral orolfier biane hes
ul indostey in that o oither sectjons of vur Uglon;
anll that but comparatively few ol the many this
engazed soequire mure than =ufficient 1o pay their
expenses of to enable them 1o return to the old
Staies,

Buch being the favt, when all are 1ef ree and
anitammeled 1o pro<ecine their labors, whully va-
con=trained as 10 time or place, ald toenfoy the
Iruiis of thearonl, what wou'ld be the state of ‘hings
tl the couniry wWere swarnming with office bholderns,
and the en erprsing ermgrant, alter surmopniing
the inust appalbang difficuliies, d cand hard-
| shaps, should find Wimsell sobjeet G the dictationg

of azerls of the Guvernment, ta direel his muve-
| ments and require of iim a share of 1he means
avguired by trving eflons and hereulean labor

| theretoure recommend that ibe lands in Califor-
nia besold.  Those that are agriculiural, 1o the
vrdinary way: and thos<e thal contain valuable min-
eralsin small luts, aud subject, at first, to an in-
ereased vnimum; that these mineral lands, afier
due public notice, be pul ap 10 the highest idder,
in guaniities only tw suit The demand; tha, afler
such offering, il they remiin an<uld, o be subjeet
10 entry at an increased minimum.

And il it be the deterimpanon of Congress 1o
secure a recompense jor the valuable mineral con-
lained i those land=, that they provide by law that
all tho=e minerals shall be assayved, in California,
by the United States; 1that a given ratio ol the same,
thus assaved, shall enure 1o the Government, and
that oo mineral <shall be ef:[-ur:cd Irom the cunntry
until it is thus assayed. ]

The business vl s oflice has been greatly in-
creased by the general and speeial legislution of
Congress, zranling bounty land<, providing for the
adju<imentof private clayms,and making dunatioas
to the Siates tor duternal inprovements,  Besides
all this, we have, in anlicipation, the ardoous and
immense laburs incident 1o the management ol §hue
| Yprivate land clayms"" and of the “public lands" in
| our new acquisiions, which, dunbtiess, 1@ greater
or less exient, will be assigned toibis offlce by early
legi~lurion.

Nutwithstanding the actonl accomuistion of du-
ties, and those in prospect, it is ol propoxed ar this
nme o ask any addiion 1o the employes of this ol-
e, as 1l ix hoped tha, by an energzetic and zealows
application ol oor preseql loree 1o (he public busi-
ness, it will be found adequate lo the realizasion of
the just expeciations ol the country.

For the statistics glladed to in the foregoing, |
beg 1o refer o the greompanying satemeni= in al-
phabelical order; and lor the condilion of the sur-
veys tothe able repornts herewith Liom the Survey -
| or- General,

With great respeet, your obedient servani,

J. BUTTERFIELIL,
Comunissioner.

[AR"
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silver, leal, and copper mines was reserved 1o the
United Siates. Here, it will be perceived, that it
wis not proposed 1o reserve or lease (he land; the
genius and spirit of the people wonulll no! have (ol
erated thaysystem of vassalagze. This ordinanee
provided 1hat the land< ~hould be suld, bot that, in |
accordines wilt, a usage then in foree o Burope, a
portion the product of the valoable mines therein
stwonld remain to the soversigniy.

The nect was the joint resolution of 16th April,
1800, directing 1the « mployment of an agent o col
lect informarion relalive to the copper mines ol
Lake Superior.,

A repurt was made inaceordance with this reso-
lntion, bat ne foriher action was had in retation o
these mines Gl alier the treaty with the Chippewas |
of the 4th Ogtgber, 1842, by which that country
wis avguired :

The third were the acts of 3d Mareh, 1807, an-
thoerizing the President io lease the lead mines in
the Indiana tecritury.

Under these laws the leasine sy<tom was adopted.
OFr 1he E’Jlf”‘ DpeEranons of 1 \!tl' have but dittle in- |
lotmation, as the mineral lands were placed nnder
the control of the War Depariment in 1521, and |
prior to that Linie there was bot little il any ‘hiog |
done in it ]

The fArstofMicial infor mation I have fonnd iz con-
tain »I_ in the report of the Secretary ol Warof (he
16:h Febroary, 1843, in which it is =tated thal the
whule amuount of renl lead, received by the Govern-
ment in 1811, and 1812, was 71,924 pound-, worth
abont 1 600—a <um that would nol more than pay
the annual salary of one of the sujerniendenis
employed in the ~ervice. By a subsequent repont
from the War Depariment, it was shown that the
rent reccived in 1843, and 1844, amounted 10242 814
pounds of lead, wonh about £4856, while the
amuyn! expended on arcovnnt of mineral lands by
the Gavernment, inclading salaries of officers, &<,
during the same period, was #20,729, making an
actual luss to the Government by ihe operation of
#15873. Il 1o this be added the amount that would
have b=en realized from these lands il they had
been suld at the ordinary minimum of $1 per
acre, and the expenses, costs, &e., that grew oui pl
the vast number of suils insiitaied by the United
Stales tv recover rent due by defauiting lessees, (o
vacate fraudulen: eniries, &c., il would amoun! 1o
a =am in comparison to which the los< above men-
tivned would he insignificant. Buhm‘ueml!' in
consequence of aclive measares having faken
by the disirict attorney for that par a greater
amount of rent was received, bul withool any
abatement of the auendant evils, Sa fully was

Hon. A. H. H. StuanT,
Secreidry of the Intedior.
e

linaxors. — The Compromise Measures—The
Springficld Journal, of the 2t oltimo, publishes
the following resolutions which were pisssed by
the Grand Jury of the Uniled States Disiriet ©ourt
tor the District of Hlinuis, at the December term
Resotved, That we approve of lue several com-
promise measures passed into laws at the last ses
sion ol Congress; thal we consider these measures
ax setiling the guesiions in coniroversy in relation
to slavery inthe Territories and the States ; and
that they ought to be susiained pnow and herzafler
by the Representatives of the peaple in Congres:,
and their cu?‘_meau. throughuut the Union.
Rusolved, t we deem it the daty of all Grand
Juries assernbled under the avthority of ibe United
Siates, 1o take potice of, and present all personx
who+hall, when requesied, neglect or relase 1o aid
or assisl Lﬁ proper officers of governmenl in exe-
cuting each and every one of these several iaws

No desunciavion is soe

Ioguem as the silent in.

| Congress satizfied of the inezpedtency of this rys. fluence of pood example.




